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THE NIGHT BEFORE EASTER

MOTHER’S DAY

April 16, 2017
By Hat Martin

May 14, 2017

‘Twas the night before Easter and all through the land
Children were busy with their Easter plans.
The baskets were hung by the doorway with care
With hopes that the Easter Bunny soon would be there.
The children were all snug in their beds
While visions of jelly beans danced in their heads.

T

he modern holiday of Mother’s Day was first
celebrated in 1908 when Anna Jarvis held a
memorial for her mother in West Virginia. Her
campaign to make “Mother’s Day” a recognized US
holiday began in 1905 when her mother died. In 1944,
Woodrow Wilson signed a proclamation designating
Mother’s Day, held on the second Sunday in May, as a
national holiday to honor mothers.

In leaped Easter Bunny, he hopped like a flash
With pink floppy ears and a bright purple sash.
He filled all the baskets from bottom to top
Then leaped away with a hippity hop!
And I heard him exclaim as he carried his pail,
“Happy Easter to all” as he hopped down the trail!

MEMORIAL DAY
May 29, 2017

A

federal US holiday for remembering the people who
died while serving in the country’s armed forces.
Originated as Decoration Day after
the American Civil War in 1868,
established to decorate the graves
of the war dead with flowers.
Many people visit cemeteries and
memorials, particularly to honor
those who have died in military
service, placing flowers and/or
flags at graves.

MARCH LIAISON MEETING
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he March liaison meeting was held March 8th in the
living room.

The meeting opened with discussions about various houses
that need attention either to the yard or the exterior of the
house.
Bob Wurst submitted his resignation as chairman of
the CERT team. Mike Gloss has agreed to assume this
responsibility and is working to get up to speed.
The new owner of Ameripride seems to be doing a better
job. We hope this better service continues in the rainy
season.
We are at a loss as to what to do about residents ignoring
the rules. We are especially concerned about safety issues:
speeding, children driving golf carts, people walking on
the golf course, etc. We have decided to collect complaints
and see if the same people seem to be big offenders.
New craft room tables were received and stenciled with
‘craft room’. Residents who move furniture for special
events need to put the craft room tables back in the craft
room.
The smoking area at the pool has been upgraded.
We continue to receive complaints about the pool gates
not being closed and non-residents using the pool. This
seems to be especially bad when we have the Sunday pool
parties. Residents are reminded that they pay a lot of
money in rent and maintenance fees so that we may have
our beautiful pool. Outsiders are not paying for the use of
the pool. Please make sure the pool gates close after you
enter the pool area.

CLASSIFIED........................................................................... .35

ELS is repairing the big Tiki hut posts and cementing
them in place.

WHISPERING PINES
NEXT ISSUE
DEADLINE
Jun/Jul/Aug 2017
Mon., Jun 19, 2017

PLEHOA Minutes can be found on the
Pine Lakes web site.
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The tennis players reported that the court surfaces are
cracking especially court #1. This seems to be happening
too soon after having them resurfaced. ELS will have the
vendor look at the courts when they are here to work on
Lake Fairways’ courts.

#2. FMO successfully defeated a 6% tax each month on
your leased land and this saved you about $500 to $600
yearly, or more.
#3. FMO continues to fight fees on community bingo
games saving you about $60 a year,

There is another push to have Pickle ball courts at Pine
Lakes. The big question is where do we put them? At this
point, no one has come up with a satisfactory location.

#4. FMO is now fighting a higher tax bill on Pine Lakes
commercial property saving you about $50, or more,

The billiard players submitted pictures and prices of
furniture they would like added to the billiard room. ELS
placed these items on the want list for the 2018 budget.

So far your savings are approximately $685.00. You are
ready for the life jacket drill and the cruise, but it’s a short
cruise. Your windowless stateroom is rather deep down
into the hull of the ship, not far from the noise of the
propeller.

There are lights missing from the bridge posts. We are not
sure if they are falling out due to the posts splitting or if
they have been stolen.

But wait! There’s more! If you join FMO for 2 years your
savings are $685 X 2 minus the $50 in membership fees
and your savings are $1,320! You are now ready to tap
your feet on those teak decks. It’s a nice cruise but your
stateroom still doesn’t have a window. Who cares as you’ll
probably not spend much time in the room anyhow.

We had another extensive discussion about the Pub. Julie
reviewed the results of the recent questionnaire. She will
summarize the results for the residents on the front of the
April calendar. Changes will be made in the Pub but she
was not ready to discuss them at this point.

But wait! There’s more! If you act quickly and join
FMO for 3 years ($65) you save $1,990. Now you have
sliding glass doors onto a balcony and you can sit and sip
cocktails on your own ship’s balcony. Sipping cocktails,
or enjoying breakfast (without prunes and All-Bran) on
your own balcony and leaving your worries to FMO are
what you hoped for in retirement. Enjoy! It’s paid for!
You saved for it! You joined FMO.

A catering menu is still not available.
The liaison meetings are held the second Thursday of
every month. Residents are encouraged to talk to their
respective board members about items they would like on
the agenda.

You can’t afford not to join FMO (Federation of
Manufactured Home Owners of Florida, Inc.) Call
Maura Alexander (239-543-9642) or Linda Dowd (239599-8941) for an application.

GO AHEAD, TAKE A CRUISE,
IT’S PAID FOR!

By Maura Alexander

T

his is h-u-g-e! Your cruise is paid for and you didn’t
need to buy a KIA. If it seems your wild oats are
mostly enjoyed with prunes and All-Bran then you need
a cruise. I am so thrilled to be able to show you how
you’ve already paid for a fantastic vacation.

Note: in the March 2017 issue of Whispering Pines the
web address for Senator Lizbeth Benacauisto was incorrect.
The correct address is: flsenate.gov/senators/S27

“Ahoy! Pull up the ramp, cast off the lines, signal the
Bridge, we’re ready to set sail.”
You’ll hear those happy commands if you follow my
“Cruise-“Playing-Plan” that follows:
#1. Join FMO (Federation of Manufactured Home
Owners of FL, Inc.) for $25.00,
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BINGO REPORT
By Dick Loubier

W

hat a year we are having! Getting between 115 and
125 people every week. The only bad news is our
last week will be April 26th. We will start up again October
4th. We had another $250.00 winner—Sharon Houlahan,
19306 Congressional, Lake Fairways—on March 8. Just
goes to show you it can happen any time. See you all every
Wednesday until April 26—then again October 4. Have a
great summer.

During this very dangerous fire season,
please remember to extinguish all smoking materials
in an ash tray before discarding!

PLEASE do not put garbage in the animal waste
cans. The animal waste cans do not have lids and the
raccoons throw the contents of the cans all over the
area to get to the garbage.

Your WP Staff Needs a Little Help
We really appreciate the contributions made by our
“correspondents” and can tell by the comments that our
readers enjoy them.
Reminder that if you type your article for submission,
please send to BOTH art@stingerdigitalprint.com AND
cindyahrens@netzero.net.
If you send your article to both e-mails above, there is NO
NEED to also leave a copy at the Reception Desk in the
Clubhouse.
If you are unable to type your article, please leave a clearly handwritten article at the Reception Desk in the Clubhouse and arrangements will be made to type and send
to both Stinger and Editor Cindy.
If you do not have an e-mail account or Internet access,
please leave a typed copy of your article at the Reception
Desk in the Clubhouse; staff will re-type or scan and send
to Stinger and Editor.
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PINE LAKES SHUFFLEBOARD –
WINTER SEASON ENDS!! PLAY WILL CONTINUE!
By Elaine Mandeville

T

he Winter Season began on January 9th and ended with a celebration at the Gaetani’s home on March 15th.
A great time was had by all during the season, and special thanks go out from all of us to Al and Irene for
their extra efforts in cleaning the courts and organizing a large group of players.
We will continue to meet on Monday evenings at 7PM at the shuffleboard courts for continued fun and
camaraderie! We will miss our snowbird friends and neighbors and wish them well until they return.
Rick Coates and Sandy Milley again came in first and second this season in both total points and total wins. Al
Gaetani and Cathy Peters gave them a good run for their money, with Cathy coming in third in points and Al
third in wins. Congratulations to everyone! Season totals are as follows:
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PLEHOA ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
CLUBHOUSE BALLROOM

Don’t Overlook Long-term Care Costs
With luck, you will always remain healthy enough, both
physically and mentally, to live independently. But if you ever
need some type of long-term care, such as a stay in a nursing
home or the services of a home health aide, would you be
prepared for the expense?
Long-term care doesn’t come cheap. Even if your plan is to
receive assistance at home, costs can run up to $46,000 per
year, according to a survey from insurance company Genworth.
And Medicare typically pays only a small part, if any, of these
costs.
Consequently, you need to look at your options for paying
for long-term care – just in case. You could earmark a certain
percentage of your investment portfolio to cover long-term care
costs. Or you could work with a financial professional, who may
be able to recommend a strategy specifically designed to meet
these expenses.
In any case, don’t delay your planning for long-term care.
Knowing that you’re protected against potentially catastrophic
costs can make your retirement years less stressful for you and
your family.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial Advisors Brad Jessen and Lauri Howe
in Cape Coral.

MARCH 8, 2017

T

he general meeting of the Pine Lakes Homeowner’s
Association was held on March 8, 2017 in the Living
Room of the Clubhouse. In addition to President Pete
Williams, Treasurer Wendy Saniti, ARC chair Dick
Loubier, and Secretary Carl Schlachter were present.
There were 18 homeowners present.
President Williams opened the meeting at 7:00 pm.
starting with the Pledge of Allegiance. President Williams
introduced and welcomed the new board member, Wendy
Saniti. She will be the new Treasurer and Dick Loubier
will be the new ARC chairman. There were no new home
owners present. Carl Schlachter read the minutes from
the meeting of January 11, 2017. A motion was made that
was seconded and approved to accept the minutes as read.
Wendy Saniti read the treasurer’s report. A motion was
made that was seconded and approved with no corrections.
The full report will be posted on the bulletin board across
from the Exercise Room.
ARC Chair, Dick Loubier, reported there was one request
for a shed and one for paint. Both were approved.
President Williams thanked everyone that voted at
the meeting or by proxy. We had more than enough to
approve the new covenants. He is currently working with
the lawyer to get them filed with the state of Florida.
President Williams reported there are two homeowners
delinquent with their HOA fees. Both promised to send
checks. If checks are not received by an agreed on date
liens will be placed on both homes.
President Williams reported the liaison meeting is to be
held March 9, 2017. There are still several issues, including
the pub. Surveys have been sent to all homeowners
requesting input for the pub.
The annual appreciation dinner for the court captains and
cul-de-sac captains is to be held on April 27th.
President Williams reported that our current manager
has done a great deal to improve the community and golf
course. While not everything that is requested can be
done, much has been done to make our community better.
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ELS is currently installing a Phone Post that will enable
everyone in the community to be notified by phone in
case of an emergency.
Resident issues:
1. Residents in 17O still have an issue with Palmettos
getting to large near their lanai along the golf course.
President Williams will bring this up at the liaison
meeting.
2. A resident reported Pickle Balls is going well and
anyone interested is welcome to join.

RAWLINGS REALTY, INC

3. A resident reported there are a lot of cigarette butts
along the perimeter roads. This could cause a fire,
especially during the current drought conditions. Pete
will mention this at the Liaison meeting.

PROMOTING PINE LAKES
BY PROVIDING
PROFESSIONAL REAL
ESTATE SERVICES WITH
HONESTY AND
ENTHUSIASM!

4. The resident in 21C said he feels plants were allowed
to be planted by his neighbor that should not have been
allowed due to the obstruction of their view.
With no further business to conduct a motion was
made and President Williams adjourned the meeting
at 7:50 pm.

FRAN COOK,YOUR SEE LISTINGS AT:
RESIDENT REALTOR www.RawlingsRealty.com
www.francook.listingbook.com

Respectfully submitted,

PINE LAKES TOP SELLING REALTOR!!!

Carl Schlachter, Secretary

CELL: 239/839-7293
E-MAIL: franlcook@gmail.com

FISH OF PINE LAKES
Sue ODonnell

D

onna Schneider, the Fishline Director of FISH received
an Outstanding Volunteer Award from RSVP of Lee
County for her work with FISH of Pine Lakes. The award
was presented at the Broadway Royal Palm Luncheon on
March 3, 2017 by Margaret Baugher, RSVP Director of
Friendship Centers of Fort Myers.
The Fishline Director handles resident calls to our beeper
number, directs the calls to either Transportation or
Equipment and contacts residents to deliver information
regarding either Transportation or Equipment. Many
times there is confusion about dates and times of medical
appointments. Donna then contacts the doctor’s office
to confirm the date and time of an appointment. Donna
receives hundreds of calls each year and successfully
7

channels them to the volunteers who can help our
residents.
Some residents who are housebound request transport
to purchase food etc. She then contacts volunteers who
agreed to provide this service. Donna is pictured with
Sue ODonnell, Secretary of FISH who nominated her.

Donna & Sue
(Photograph by
Mr Baugher)

THANK YOU TO PINE LAKES
FRIENDS

O

n Feb. 25th my husband Ralph Giesie passed and
I sincerely want to thank all those who knew and
loved him. He suffered a long time and his only wish was
to come home. He loved Pine Lakes and the beautiful
Pine Lakes Theatre
Fun!
friendsishe’
d made over our 27 years here. I’ve told many
By, Michele Nauyokas
people this is where you want to be when you’ve lost your
es, that's right...theatre
fun! stuck
Those ofall
us by
in- yourself or in an institution.
partner,isnot
volved with theatre know three things: there's
gentle giant
who left our family with so many
lots of work toRalph
do in awas
shorta amount
of time,
everybody has fun, wonderful
and everyone
has memories
memories.
I can’t begin to tell you how much
that last a lifetime.
I appreciate all the kindness shown to us and God shower
Theatre people know another fact: we can always
your life with happiness.
use more people to help us with theatre. The wonder
Giesie
of theatre is that thereDonna
is something
for everyone. We

Y
Has been a Master Electrician
for 30 Years

need people to act on stage, work backstage during the shows, organize props, build sets, paint sets,
find furniture, create and shop for costumes, do hair
and makeup, run lights and sound, find music. . . to
name just a few things that apply to the actual production of the play. We also need people to sell tickets, plan the publicity, create the program, organize
greeters to seat people at the show, write articles for
the Whispering Pines and organize cast parties.
People that are involved with theatre ... no matter
what their job ... know that we must all work together so that "The Show Must Go On!" Remember, no
experience is necessary. All you need is a desire to
have fun and a willingness to create new memories.

10% Diagnostic
DISCOUNT
with mention
of this ad

Ellsworth Heating & Cooling was founded in
SW Florida 47 years ago, making it one of
the oldest and most reliable family owned and
operated air conditioning companies in the
county. Started as a oneman operation in
1968 by George Ellsworth Sr, the company
rapidly became highly trusted for its exceptional
personal service and solid dependability.
Today, Ellsworth Heating & Cooling is one of the
most respected businesses in SW Florida.

Next October, we will have our annual kick-off potluck dinner. We encourage everyone that has ever
thought, "I wonder if I'd like to do something with
theatre?" to come, meet us, talk to us, and give theatre a try. We promise you that once the "theatre
bug" has bitten, you'll be off on a ride you'll never
forget!

FREE ESTIMATES
ON ALL A/C SALES

PINE LAKES BOOK CLUB

RA0016458 ER0001803 CAC057214 CMC1250389

1905 N. Tamiami Trail www.ellsworthair.com

By Danielle Zamoider

239-995-6005 1-800-995-7005

DATE

BOOK

AUTHOR

PRESENTER

Apr 25

8
THE GIRL IN
THE SPIDER’S WEB

David Lagercrantz

Karolyn Koots

All are invited to meet at 6:30 on these dates. Please join us! Any questions, please call me at 239-599-4216.
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PINE LAKES WOMENS CLUB MEETING
March 2, 2017

W

e began with a presentation from Lenny Gorman
about safety and driving. He demonstrated various
equipment which can be purchased for protection and
gave us tips on driving safely.

The meeting was then adjourned by a motion from Cindy
Ahrens and seconded by Kay Brown.

We then heard from Janet Bartos, Executive Director of
the Coalition for Lee County Homeless, who delivered
a hearwarming thank you for our donation of blankets
and tarps. A one-day event was held when 416 homeless
people each received a blanket. She also thanked us for
the 400 tarps which were delivered earlier in the year.

Lori Downey, Secretary

Sincerely,

The official meeting was then opened by Judy DeLonge
with the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence.
Lori Downey, Secretary, then read the minutes of the
previous meeting which was approved by a motion from
Maryanna McCarthy and seconded by Priscilla Mosher.
One correction was noted that Judy DeLonge and Lois
Likinay reported on the Blanket Drive at the previous
meeting rather than Donna Morris.
The Treasurer’s Report was given by Sue O’Donnell. Jean
Rourke made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report; it
was seconded by Sharon Rondeau and passed.

HI LADIES;
Judy DeLonge

Under New Business, Brenda Loubier reported that getwell cards had been sent to Pat DeVaney and Joanne
Cline.

At our March Meeting we voted on our new slate of
officer’s for the 2017/2018 year.
I’m happy to announce your new slate of officers:
Pat Dieringer/President
Lelian Thribodeau/Vice President
Lori Downey/Secretary
Sue O’Donnell/Treasurer
Brenda Loubier/Corresponding Secretary
We also voted on the charities to donate to, they are as
follows:
Fish/ Provides medical equipment and rides to Dr.
appointments to residents in Pine Lakes
ARC/Animal Refuge Center
Coalition for the Homeless/Helps provide items needed
for the homeless
Into The Jordan/Counseling and wellness center for
trafficked and exploited women
We Care/A collaboration between Lee County Medical
Society and Salvation Army, they help people with acute
and life threatening issues(Cancer, Leukemia, Heart
disease,

Judy reported that Jane Vogel and Jesse Howard will cochair the Blanket Drive next year. We still need someone
to chair the Fashion Show.
Judy DeLonge reported on our proposed budget for next
year which includes our donations to various charities.
After discussion, a motion was made by Donna Morris
and seconded by Mabel Wurst to accept the proposed
budget. We were pleased to welcome Mary Mayerl, a new
member to the group.
Judy reminded us that our April 6 meeting will include
pizza; therefore the meeting will begin at 5 p.m.
Installation of officers will also take place. Members were
also asked to bring items of clothing for small children up
to age 7 for the Children’s Advocacy Group in Ft. Myers.
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etc...) get the treatment they need
Children’s Advocacy/Provides a safe place for abused and
neglected children
Partner’s for Breast Cancer/No cost breast health care to
Lee County residents
ACT/Education, protection and support for victims of
domestic abuse
Lighthouse/Provides services to the blind and visually
impaired
Day of Caring/Collection of money to provide meals for
the needy at Thanksgiving and Christmas
Wake Up America/Collects donated food from Publx and
Pepperidge farms and delivers it to the needy.
The Women of Pine Lakes worked especially hard this
year and I am proud of all, as you should be of yourselves.
THANK YOU for making my last year in office so
successful and amazing.

Woodsmen
Gospel
Quartet

PINE LAKES MEN’S CLUB MEMBERSHIP
MEETING MINUTES

March 9, 2017

M

eeting called to order by President Tom Minahan at
6pm. There were 97 members in attendance.

The Pledge of Allegiances was recited and a Moment of
Silence for Deceased Members and Our Veterans and
Servicemen and women from the United States and Canada
was held.
The meeting was suspended for a Belly Buster Hot Dog and
beans dinner.
The meeting was reconvened.
The speaker for the month was Golf Pro, Steve Allbritton.
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as read.
The Treasurer’s Report was read by Dick Loubier and
accepted.
New members were introduced: Doug Glazier, 36E, OH,
Denis Burns, 34F, NY
10

Our upcoming shows and events are: March 10th St.
Patty’s Dance featuring the Marlinaires is sold out.
March 25th is our Members Golf Tournament and 2nd
dinner cruise on the paddle wheeler “Capt. JP”. April 8th
will be our Pot-luck Dinner Dance, entertainment by a
six-piece band called 41 South.
It appears the two fountains the Men’s Club offered to
purchase for the community might finally coming to
fruition.
Dick Loubier gave a report on the Wednesday night
Bingo. There have been over 100 people every week.
Texas Holdem is every Monday night at 6pm.
The Club Champion raffled off his golf cart parking
space and money collected from the members equaled
$871. The Men’s Club matched the amount for a total
$1742 to be donated to Wake-up-America.
The next and last Pancake Breakfast of the season will be
Saturday April 1st.
50/50 and the $50 drawings were held.
Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully Submitted,
Tom Clark
Recording Secretary

all the wives that were right there by their side, much of the
expense out of their own pockets.
Second, the many Men’s Club members that showed up
at meetings, setting up and breaking down for dances,
meetings, Home Show. We had great turnouts for all our
meetings, and great turnouts for our speakers at various
meetings.
Third, the many ladies and men that helped every
Wednesday evening for our Bingo, running the kitchen,
ordering and going to the various buyers’ clubs to get the
supplies, and preparing a great menu every week. Also, the
women selling tickets, pull tabs, cleaning up after Bingo.
The callers, the runners and the auditors, and the Bingo
Chairman that spends many hours, Dick Loubier.
Last, I want to thank Linda at the concierge desk for all
the help she has provided to the Men’s Club – keeping
the calendar up to date with our Board meeting, regular
meetings and shows and dances. What an asset to our
community. And let’s not forget Charlie and Chad, our
maintenance workers in theWoodsmen
Ballroom and outside, what a
great help any time we need them—they
can’t do enough
Gospel
Quartet
to help make our job easier. Thank
you!
Our next show is the Pot Luck Dinner Dance, Saturday,
April 8, featuring the band 41 South, a five-piece band with
a female singer – should be a great evening.
The next Men’s Club meeting is April 13. We have no
speaker that meeting and will have pizza, salad & drinks.
Woodsmen
We will have updates on all our upcoming projects.
Gospel
Quartet

MEN’S CLUB

By Tom Minahan

W

OW, our season is coming to an end, many will be
leaving back north for the Easter holiday and then
in early May others will be going back for the summer.
Boy does time fly I want to take this time to thank
everyone who has made this season a great success.
First, I want to thank our Men’s Club Board for all that
they do in time and effort, the many meetings, dances,
shows, the traveling around to find entertainment. And

Tickets for our fall programs will go on sale in September:
Halloween dance October 28 with Erich providing music;
November show is Saturday November 18 with entertainer
Richie Hayes, singer/comedian/pantomime star direct
from Ireland.
Again, thank you all for supporting the Men’s Club various
functions, and we hope you all have a safe and happy
summer wherever you may be.
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PINE LAKES VETERANS NEWS
Len Gorman

VETERANS MOVIE

O

n MONDAY. APRIL 10th, Mel Gibson’s 2017 film,
Hacksaw Ridge, will be shown at 7:00 p.m. in the
living room.
This is the true story of Desmond T. Doss, an Army medic
who was a conscientious objector. Doss served on
Okinawa, in one of the hardest-fought battles of WWII.
He bravely risked his life to save others, without carrying
a weapon. Doss became the first soldier in American
history to win the Medal of Honor without firing a shot.
Hacksaw Ridge won two Oscars.
Feel free to bring a beverage and/or snack to this premier
showing in our living room theater.
We hope to see many veterans and friends.

THE GOSPEL MUSIC OF
“THE WOODSMEN QUARTET”

performed with several other gospel groups like The Gold
City, The Signature Sound, and the Dixie Melody Boys.

April 29, 2017
By Donna Morris

Tickets are available from Jessie Howard at 207-735-5812
and at the first two April Saturday coffees. Then, in the
s you can see from our Pine Lakes monthly calendar, Club House lobby on Saturday mornings from 9-10:00
the September through April activities are coming a.m. Reserved seating--$15—BYOB—snacks.
to an end I am specifically referring to the shows, dances,
Our next show is our June 10 dinner show, which will be
dinners and many other sports games.
“A Night at the Opry” with a country theme and music by
Now, here is where your Pine Lakes Entertainment our own Pine Lakes Family Affair. Tickets will go on sale
Committee continues working for your summer beginning May 6 in the lobby or contact Jessie Howard,
entertainment. We put a good deal of time into finding a 207-735-5812. Reserved seating--$17.50—BYOB.
variety of entertainers and music that will be something
for everyone. A written survey provided us with a top- To those of you leaving, have a safe and healthy summer.
ten list of your favorites and Gospel came up as one of the Thank you all for your continued support.
top ten. This is a first for us and we do hope for a good
attendance.

A

Woodsmen
Gospel
Quartet

We are happy to bring The Woodsmen Quartet to Pine
Lakes. Not only will they give us great vocal harmony,
but the great sounds of their own piano. They have
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PINE LAKES GOLF ASSOCIATION
(PLGA) CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP WEEK

PINE	
  LAKES	
  GOLF	
  CLUB	
  CHAMPIONSHIP	
  RESULTS	
  WERE	
  AS	
  FOLLOWS:	
  
FLIGHT	
  

By Nadine LaCroix
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T

he 2017 Pine Lakes Club Championship week got
under way on Monday, February 20th, with the Final
Four match play. Fifty-two golfers in 13 Flights vied for
an opportunity to play in the Club Championship on
Friday, February 24th and Saturday, February 25th.
Debbie Hamilton, PLGA President, planned 3 special
contests on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday of
	
  
championship week. This is a fun way to make the entire
week special for spectators, participants, and of course
	
   	
  
the winners! Tuesday was the “Longest Drive Contest.	
  ”
Many golfers had very long drives but unfortunately a lot
	
  
of those ended up in the water on Hole 18! To win the
“Longest Drive” the ball must come to rest in the fairway.
Wednesday morning the much- needed rain showed up
and the “Chipping Contest” that was planned for that
afternoon had to be cancelled. The weather improved on
Thursday and the “Putting Contest” was on with about
60 golfers participating. Some golfers even sunk a putt to
win the putting contest in their respective flights. Thank
you Debbie for organizing these contests which adds a
little pizazz to the entire week!
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Friday the 24th, was Day 1 of the Club Championship
and weather cooperated with a partly cloudy day with
intervals of sunshine. All went well with delicious
PINE	
  LAKES	
  chips,
GOLF	
  CLUB	
  
ESULTS	
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burgers,
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Darlene	
  Topp	
   	
  
Ronda	
  Owens	
  
Nadine	
  LaCroix	
  
Debbie	
  Russo	
   	
  
Sue	
  Hunt	
  
Jean	
  Marenda	
  	
  

RUNNER	
  UP	
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  Cook	
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  Knell	
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A very special thank you to Joanne McCann for
running the 2017 Club Championship and to her “side
kick” Debbie Hamilton. You might even call them the
“Dynamic Duo”! Awesome job Ladies! And, of course,
even though the championship was over, we were not
through yet. It was off to the Pub for cheers, cake and
Karaoke!
A fun time was had by all.
	
  

Again, we appreciate all the many volunteers from both
courses. We couldn’t do it without you. And to Julie Flake
– we appreciate your continued support and thank you
for listening, caring, and acting to make things happen
here. Bravo!
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The following Tuesday, Pine Lakes hosted the annual
“Meet and Greet” to kick off the Interclub Championship
with Lake Fairways. The Interclub Championship
was held on March 10th and 11th with Lake Fairways
coming out ahead – again! We played well but just not
well enough to capture that “HUGE” trophy. Maybe
next year!

	
  

	
   	
  

	
  

Gary	
  Hull	
  

RUNNER	
  UP	
  

CONGRATULATIONS to all the winners and runners
up. Great job!! A HUGE THANK YOU to the many
volunteers (behind the scenes) who help to make this
all possible and to Julie Flake and ELS for their generous
donation. And of course, we would like to say thank you
to our new Director of Golf, Steve Allbritton. So nice
to have you here at Pine Lakes. Also, thank you Bill
Stanton and Jim Eggers, along with your staff, who have
made such a huge improvement to our Golf Course.

PUTTING	
  WINNERS	
  

"A"	
  Flight	
  Men	
   	
   Ken	
  Tompkins	
  

CHAMPION	
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Nifty Niners News
by Ruth Hovet

TOURNAMENTS, TOURNAMENTS

I

N MARCH, the Nifty Niners were able to fit our
Member/Member tournament in with the Interclub
Championship and it certainly kept our calendars full.
Green shirts cheered on Jean Marenda and Nancy
Hurley as they did a stellar job of representing our league
in the Interclub. The Niners won at Pine Lakes, but
ended up splitting the point with Lake Fairways. It took
many golfers and volunteers to organize and carry out
the Interclub event and it certainly was worth the effort.
MEMBER/MEMBER
Sixteen Luau Ladies (eight teams) couldn’t wait to show
their golfing skills on March 6 and 8. Brenda Loubier
and Shirley Kubie may have showed more skill than
the rest of us, but we all had a good time. On Monday,
Brenda hit the closest to the pin on #3 and Pat O’Connell
on #5. On Wednesday, Donna Cunningham was first to
tee off and drove closest to the line on #4 with no one else
coming close.

2017 Interclub: NN Interclub Champs
Nancy Hurley and Jean Marenda flanked by
their caddies, Larry Hurley and Robin Hourihan.

The final scores:
1st place - Brenda Loubier & Shirley Kubie
2nd place - Jacquie Yedinak & Ruth Hovet
3rd place - Jamine Kretz & Veronica Klimko
The Luau Ladies capped off the tournament with a two
house progressive dinner and prizes hosted by Jacquie
and Jamine.
2017 MemberMember: NN Luau Ladies

Coming Events:
Spring Luncheon, April 6 at Sable Springs.

Hole in 1ers
No Hole in 1s
Reported!
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MEN’S GOLF LEAGUE
By Dick Loubier

3.Dave Knotts
Les Desmond		84
Dareld Schick
4.Ray Rouillard
Ray Reetz		87
Joe Kennedy

W

e had our Grand Shoot-Out on Saturday, March 4.
The top 5 went and played in the Mixed Shoot-Out.

A FLT top 5 were:
1)Ron Cook
2)Fred Weber
3)Bob Fillion
4)John Dieringer
5)Bob Konetzny
B FLT:
1)Tom Paschke
2)Joe Demkowitz
3)Joe Kennedy
4)Tom Van Horn
5)Chuck Harwood
Now for our game results.
On March 2, we played a low net in FLT:
FLT 1 1.Dick Jung		
53
1B.Dave Wright
53
2.Chuck Harwood
57
3.Tom Minahan
58
3B.John Topp		58
4.Bob Konetzny
60
FLT 2 1.Mike Demkowicz 47
2.Pete Morais		57
3.Joe Kennedy		59
3B.Ray Reetz		59
4.Ken Hunt		60

On March 16, we played a Scramble.
1.John Dieringer
Ray Rouillard
Dick Loubier		55
Ken Hunt
1B.Dave Wright
Rick Tayman
Brian Coons		55
Bill Nye
2.Ken Tompkins
Chuck Harwood
John Owens 56
John McCann
I left out when I wrote about our Member-Member:
John Dieringer had a Hole-In-One on #5.
That’s it for now—see you next month.

Hole in 1ers

FLT 3 1.George Wertz
50
2.Bill Nye		53
3.John Maloney
59
3B.Fred Stewart
59

February 27, 2017

February 26, 2017

Hole # 16

Hole # 12

Pete Williams

Fred Stewart

John Dieringer
Hole # 5

On March 9, we played a Shamble 2BB:
1.Chuck Yedinak
D. A. Martin		
81
Rogers Hamilton
2.John Topp
Marv Shacket		82
Bill Nye
15

	
  

Lady Golfers

FROM THE FAMILY OF
WILLIAM BARRETT

Welcome to Pine Lakes

W

illiam (Bill) Barrett, 82, a founding resident of
Pine Lakes, passed away peacefully at home
on March 5. He is survived by his wife of 58 years,
Ann and his 6 children. Bill and Ann were seasonal
residents of Pine Lakes for 24 years, then full time
residents since 2011, living the dream of retirement
in Florida with many friends. A funeral mass will be
held in New Hampshire. The family thanks all friends
and neighbors for those wonderful years in Pine
Lakes. --Dennis Barrett

Our Lady Golfers Mentoring Program would
like to extend a welcome to all new homeowners and
maybe some ‘not so new’ homeowners who are interested
in taking advantage of our beautiful golf course here at
Pine Lakes Country Club.
Our mentors are here to:
introduce you to other golfers, the course,
and our local rules,
familiarize you with various tournaments and
other golf activities,
play a few rounds with you, if you’d like, and
do our best to encourage you to “get out and golf”!
Please let the folks in the pro shop know if you would like to participate
in our program or you may contact one of our ‘on call’ mentors:
Angie Teresky at 908-705-5617 or Joann Cline at 715-216-2721.
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We wish to extend our gratitude and thanks to those who attended, as
well to the dedicated, committed organizers and volunteers who made
this evening another successful event. Special thank you to Sue-Anne
Hilton, and Nancy Walkling for their time and effort coordinating the
hall and table decorations.
Our gratitude is also extended to the supporters, who provided
gifts, certificates and/or services:

Gary Walkling

Neighbors and friends and gifts galore
started showing up at my front door.
Dozens of cards, well wishes, and mentions of
prayers.
They wanted it known I’d be remembered in theirs.

Donna and Charlie made sure I had what I’d need,
while others– provided me with lots I could read.
The Canadian Snowbird Association (Toronto), RCMP
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Ride150 Celebration
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Canadian residents and American friends who reside in the Pine
Lakes and Lake Fairways communities. We enjoyedMany
a fine heartfelt
pork loin thanks and may God bless you all.
and pot luck dinner with an evening of anecdotes, games, slide
Joann Cline
presentation, and dance music provided by “Bill’s Mellow Sounds”.

Thank you,

Gary Walkling
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We wish to extend our gratitude and thanks to those who attended, as

TEE TIME

handicaps would level the playing field. Donna Schneider,
part of the PLGA Handicap committee, is working on
a method to track front nine scores. These handicaps
will be used for shootouts only. Bev also announced a
slate of new league officers who were then voted in by
acclamation. Taking over in May will be President Ronda
Owens, Vice-President Bev MacNeil, Secretary Debbie
Russo, and Treasurer Joann Cline.
Many thanks to Bev for stepping in to serve as president
for the past year and congratulations and thanks to our
incoming officers.

By Joann Cline
Ladies 18 Hole Golf League

“I guess there is nothing that will get your mind off
everything like golf. I have never been depressed enough to
take up the game, but they say you get so mad at yourself
you forget to hate your enemies.” ~ Will Rogers

B

usy, busy February. Busy, busy March.

The Valentine’s Scramble on February 11 was enjoyed by
all (well, almost all!), and we’re looking forward to the
April Fools game on April 1st. Thanks again to Barb
Willis and Denise Wright for setting up these events.

The Golf Association Membership Meeting was held
on Thursday, March 16. It was touted by Association
President, Debbie Hamilton, as a social event and socialize
we did. While enjoying adult beverages and snacks we
were able to recognize and applaud the winners of the
President’s Cup, the championship week contests, and the
Club Championship Tournament. Thank you to Debbie
and her crew for their hard work. Meatballs anyone?

Sweet 16, Elite 8, and Final 4 all led up to our Club
Championship played on February 24 and 25. Winners
are listed below – congratulations to you all! Many thanks
to Joanne McCann for spearheading our tournament
activity and in this case, it took a community to get
it done. Thanks to all who participated, spectated, or
worked to make this another very successful event.

The morning of March 18 dawned with pretty cool
temperatures but warmed up quickly, not only by our
lovely Florida sun, but with the camaraderie shared on
the course for our Mixed Grand Shootout. The winners
of the individual ladies shootouts throughout the year
were paired up with their counterparts from the men’s
league. It was alternate shot play with the men teeing
off on odd number holes and the women on the even
numbers. There were lots of spectators on hand to enjoy
the fun and witness some pretty good golf shots. A nice
tee shot on nine by Tom Paschke followed by a beautiful
chip shot by Ronda Owens gave them par when Tom
tapped in the putt. After Joyce Reetz’s chip shot on to the
green, Ron Cook was not able to sink the par putt, giving
first place to the Owens/Paschke team. Congratulations
to all the participants for golf well played.

March 10 and 11 were the dates for our Interclub
Tournament between Pine Lakes and Lake Fairways.
Another fun event even though our points scored were
not enough for us to end up in the “Win” column.
Our spring meeting was held after league play on
Wednesday, March 15. First on the agenda was discussion
of dues for 2018. Since those dues are not payable until
December 1, 2017, the final decision was tabled until
our fall meeting in November. It was announced that
the upcoming spring luncheon, chaired by Annette
Maloney, and the November fall luncheon, chaired by
Bev McNeil will be paid for out of league funds. Thank
you to both Annette and Bev for taking charge. Also on
the agenda was a discussion of waning participation in
our Member/Member Tournament and the possibility
of a Member/Guest Tournament. Motion was made
and passed that for 2018 we would replace Member/
Member with a one day Member/Guest tournament and
Debbie Hamilton volunteered to chair the event. Thanks
Debbie for stepping up to help us try something new.
President MacNeil then explained a new approach to
handicapping for our shootouts. Since it has been voted
on time and again to hold our shootouts on the front
nine only several members felt that using front nine only

As always, April is going to be our winding down
month. Wednesday league play will continue but as our
snowbirds start disappearing on their flights north our
numbers decrease and special events are no longer on the
calendar. We wish safe travels to all our northern friends.
Have a happy and healthy summer!
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