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A Season of Joy Tempered by Concern
By Howard Harrison

The

beautification effort has brought forth welcoming lights and the glowing trees in the clubhouse lobby and ballroom.
Couples in a festive mood are anticipating the Silver Bells dinner and dance on December 7. The Women’s Club luau
was a success and the golf ladies (9 and 18-hole) put on a high-energy tournament supporting breast cancer research (see
pictures on back cover). Sunday, December 8, will be the day to tour decorated homes and Thursday, December 12, at 6:00
p.m., the Golf Cart Train will leave the Clubhouse traffic circle. December 14 is the night for the Theater and Chorus Christmas
show. In November we gave thanks to our veterans and for our bountiful lives.
December – another month full of promise! (The serious side of Pine Lakes follows on Page 3.)

Upper L: Clubhouse lobby is full of Christmas cheer thanks to many
hours of work by the holiday decoration crew. R: Joann Cline created a
show-stopper on the day the ladies golfed for the cure. Inset: Eye-catching
putting green chain. Bottom: Decorated front entrance to the clubhouse.
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We are Pleased
to Announce

A

new website for Pine Lakes is being developed by Stu
Paterson and David Helms with the support of
both PLEHOA and HOA II. The website will include information on clubs and activities, upcoming events,
the Whispering Pines, and homeowners' associations.

The address is: www.ourpinelakes.com

Some Reminders from
Your PLEHOA President
By Luanne Putnam, President

W

elcome back snowbirds and our northern friends and
visitors! I really enjoy seeing all the homes lit up at
night and knowing someone is in residency!
A few reminders to help us all get along and be safe
(remember, we are old and sometimes we forget.)
∗
∗
∗
∗
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Drive safely, the speed limit is 20 mph;
Walkers should walk facing traffic, not with the traffic;
Call the guard house with all your expected guests or
service providers;
If a service provider knocks on your door that you did
not contact first, send them out of the community – no
soliciting is for your protection;
The golf course and all paths on the golf course are for
paid golfers only. Driving in reverse of play is NOT allowed and very dangerous. Pets are not allowed on the
golf course;
Pets are not allowed in common areas. ALWAYS pick
up after your pets;
You now need a key for the pool. Please do not prop
pool gate doors open and cause damage to the pool
gates and locks.

Thanks for all your help and cooperation and have a wonderful time here in our little piece of paradise!
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emphasized the Board is battling with both hands tied behind its back. I received a marvelous round of applause …
followed by a tremendous thud. Not one person stepped
forward to accept my challenge to recruit one new member.
Well folks, the other shoe has dropped! A battle is breaking
out and you – yes – you will be a big loser if our gallant volunteers are not successful.

Pine Lakes and
Lake Fairways Home
Owners Will Litigate
Price Increases
By Howard Harrison

The time is now! Back up your Board, give them the support
they deserve and must have now. They deliver year after
year with marginal support and maximum criticism. Just
think what they could do with 100% support!

The

leased land home owners of Pine Lakes and Lake
Fairways have retained counsel and scheduled a
meeting on December 11 to challenge the proposed lease
and trash rates for January payment. The results of that meeting will guide future action and recommendations from the
board to home owners.

Join hands with them by pressuring every lot renter now! Not
tomorrow or next week but now … right now! If you fail,
they could fail. Then you pay and pay and pay till you die.
Contact your snowbird neighbors and the doubters. When?
As I said Right Now – Today!

One hundred or more Pine Lakes home owners were present
November 18 for the meeting announcement. The board
shared their frustration with the owners over the “Stone Wall”
responses ELS has employed in response to home owner concerns. Present corporate management “clearly doesn’t get it”
that they are in a shared partnership with the major investors
in the community, the home owners!

Board of Directors: Judy Hale, President; Ruth Walsh, Vice
President; Bob Konetzny, Secretary; Bob Morris, Treasurer;
Charlie Schneider, David Sharp.
Please support your Homeowners Association and its Board
of Directors by paying your 2014 dues now. Just fill out the
membership form that you recrived and give it, along with
your check for $20 to any HOAII board member or mail to
Bob Morris.

The second month of a large homeowner turnout to hear of
plans to litigate with ELS.

It’s Time to Join the
Leased-Land
Homeowners!
By Jim Walsh

As

I write this, the HOAII Board of Directors is battling
ELS over a nefarious attempt to force an unlawful
trash pickup increase on you. At last year’s annual meeting,
I spoke pleadingly to the membership to support the volunteers who are the Board of Directors of our association. I
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Please remember that there is “No Soliciting” allowed within
Pine Lakes. If someone knocks on your door, please ask them
to leave the Community and call the Gate.

PLEHOA Board of Directors’
Meeting Minutes
November 13, 2013

The Board has received a request from a couple who are
under the 55 age requirement. As we are allowed to have
20% of our residents under 55 but older than 40, we felt that
this would not be a problem. The Estate properties number
281. Therefore, we would be allowed to have 56 homes
owned by tenants under 55 to comply with the rules and
regulations of 55+ communities.

By Karen Fauci - Secretary

The

regular monthly meeting of the Pine Lakes Estate
Homeowners’ Association was held on November
13, 2013. President Luanne Putnam called the meeting to
order at 7:00 PM. In attendance were President, Luanne Putnam; Vice President, Charles Matthews; Secretary, Karen
Fauci; Treasurer, Marlo Magnette; ARC Chair, Bo Kromas,
and 32 guests.

AUDIENCE CONCERNS/QUESTIONS
Homeowner called to notify Gate that Dish Network would
be coming in and were told that they didn’t need to call for
companies such as this. The concern is that this doesn’t allow
for a secure feeling when certain organizations are allowed
in with no homeowner notice. There is a “contractor pass”
that is kept at the front office for companies such as this, but
it is suggested that it would not hurt for homeowners to continue to call when they are expecting any type of service at
their home.

Secretary’s report was read. Motion was made and seconded to approve.
Treasurer’s report was read. Motion was made and seconded to approve. Marlo stressed how important it is for homeowners to get the maintenance fees in on time, which for the
next cycle will be January 1, 2014. It would be helpful if the
folks who do not get their bill by December 1st contact Marlo
so that she might be able to rectify the problem in a timely
manner. This was a problem with the July bills, but hopefully
the situation has been resolved.

There is also a concern that the visitor passes are not visible.
It is strongly suggested that all passes state the name and culde-sac number, or if they are in to use the Pub or Golf
Course, that this be shown.

The only request from the Architectural Review Committee
was for a color change to 29-C and this was approved.

Once again, if you are interested in running for the Estate
Board, please contact Lew Ackley at 738-0191.

LIAISON meeting is now held the Thursday after our Board
meeting. Check Whispering Pines for updates.

Motion was made to adjourn and seconded. Meeting adjourned at 7:50.

OLD BUSINESS
Roof Complete
• Perimeter road cleaning continues as well as the horticulture drop area.
• Management has received bids for the upgrading of
roads. There is, however, a difference of opinion between Management and the Boards as to the extent of
need. Work should begin sometime in January 2014.
• New key system for pool area seems to be working
smoothly.
• Access to Community still presents a few problems but it
is hoped that the new “pass” system will resolve some
issues.
• Info going around about garbage pick-up is all rumor.
No details at this time have been established.

Come Sing Along With the
Pine Lakes Chorus
By Jackie Yedinak

Do

you enjoy singing? Do you have fun at a night of
karaoke? Perhaps it is time you joined your friends
and neighbors in the Pine Lakes Chorus. The Chorus will be
presenting a Spring show on March 21 and 22.
If you have had experience singing with a choir or chorus,
the Pine Lakes Chorus might give you hours of enjoyment.
Rehearsals are held in the ballroom on Monday evenings at
6:45 p.m. and will begin January 6.

NEW BUSINESS
The Estate Board has sent a letter to the HOA II Board applauding their move forward to resolve some disputes they
hope to resolve with Management. We believe that it is very
important for both Boards to work together, where possible,
for the good of all the residents.

The Chorus is looking forward to presenting a fun event for
the community. If you are interested in joining them and
want to explore the opportunity, call Jeanine Gorman at
731-1174.
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MARK
YOUR CALENDAR !
FEBRUARY 7, 2014

NEW ENGLAND NIGHT
(See future issues for details)

Save the date!
The Leukemia Beneﬁt is a go!!
Sunday, February 9, 2014
Start saving your donaons
for our event
Tickets will go on sale in January
More informaon will follow

Any ques ons call: Steve Higgins (419) 302-0435

Lake Fairways Canada Night
We’re Geng Ready for A Party!
Come and Join Us!
February 22, 2014
Mark your calendar
Full details in January
From: Diane Dodson 239-217-0892
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November Liaison
Meeting

unsightly stumps.
There was a lot of discussion about signs. Dirty and moldy
signs need to be cleaned. Also temporary signs are only to
be displayed for twenty-four hours preceding the event.

By Judy Hale

The

November liaison meeting was held November
14 at 11:00 a.m. The discussion started with the
residents’ dissatisfaction with the job Ameripride is doing
mowing and trimming the yards and common areas. Also
they have deposited a large pile of tree waste behind the
Wake Up America lot. Frank and Steve both agreed to talk
to Ameripride.

A sign that was placed at the entrance to the 17th hole warning that the path is for golfers only was removed and placed
at another location. Another sign stating the same warning
will be placed at the entrance to the 17th hole.

The condition of our roads was the next item on the agenda.
Steve confirmed that bids to seal the roads have been received, and work should begin the first quarter of 2014.

The fire alarm at The Pub went off during the Dixieland Band
performance, but no fire department personnel or vehicles
arrived. Frank said he would check to make sure that someone called and that the fire department just didn't ignore the
alarm.

A number of board members are afraid that the resident
concern forms are falling into a black hole. Steve said that
all forms are being addressed whether or not action is taken.

The liaison meetings are held monthly. Residents are encouraged to talk to their board members about items they would
like on the liaison meeting agenda.

Key access to the pool seems to be working; however, one
pool gate needs repair. Frank knew about this and the lock
and gate hinges will be repaired. There is some confusion
because the instructions on the use of the pool keys contradicts the prospectus. Steve agreed that he will correct the
instructions and communicate the revisions to the community.

Need New Project Leader
By Luanne Putnam

For

the past four years, my husband and I have taken
the lead on trying to decorate our community for
the holiday season. We followed the very talented David
Sharp after he had led the charge for many years. And believe me, he was a hard act to follow!

Recently an outsider gained admission to the community by
saying he was going to The Pub and then went around the
community soliciting work trimming trees. Residents are reminded that they should NOT hire strangers who knock on
you door and offer to work on your house or yard. This is a
dangerous practice and no soliciting is allowed in the community. A discussion ensued about the gate giving passes to
people going to The Pub, but no changes were made to the
procedures.

During these four years we successfully (with all your help)
raised the money for a very nice storage shed that is now
located on the RV lot where all the community items are
stored. We customized the shed with shelves and racks to
maximize the space. We separated and organized the lights
and ornaments in labeled tubs for ease of access.
And now it is time for someone with new and fresh ideas to
step up. We will close out this season and carefully store
everything back in the shed in an orderly fashion. We have
enjoyed the job but just find that we are so busy with so
many projects that we must step down. Anyone interested in
taking over should give me a call. The shed and all of its
contents are the property of ELS and the residents here at
Pine Lakes. I hope you will give serious though to volunteering so that we have a beautiful community next year. Thanks
to all of you that helped this year and in the past.

Lighting around the tennis courts is complete and the pool
tables have been refurbished; however, the bocce court repair has been postponed until next year.
Tiki hut maintenance is still on the to-do list. We are waiting
for a cool day so the pool shut down will affect fewer people.
The lakes are still being sprayed twice a month to combat
the algae. The lake behind the clubhouse still has problems.
The sea wall on #10 hole is scheduled to be repaired in December.

Note to PLEHOA Members

We are still waiting on the stump grinder to remove many

T

By Marlo Magnette
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his is to advise that our January 1, 2014 invoices were
mailed on November 15, 2013. (continued on next
page)

It is important that these payments be received in a timely
manner as we must have the funds available to pay ELS. A
few residents did not receive their July invoices for unknown
reasons.

FAMILY FARMERS MARKET

Please, if you have not received your invoice by December 1,
call me and I will immediately prepare a copy for you.

Open for the Season

TOMATOES
Large Variety of our
Home Grown Vegetables Picked Daily at Our Farm
~ Come Visit Us ~

Our Covenants state that payment is due January 1 and July
1 of each year. Although you do not incur an interest charge
until the 15th of the month, such interest is retroactive to the
due date and will be at the maximum legal rate. Our next
step, as stated in our Covenants, is to seek legal counsel and
record a Claim of Lien in the Public Records of Lee County,
Florida. If a lien is placed on the property, the owner is then
responsible for legal fees as well as interest.

Located 5 Miles North o f Pine Lakes
941-467-0509 U.S. Highway 41 Open 7 Days 8 to 5:30 PM

If you have not donated yet, please give. We will deliver
more money in December to help these needy people
through Christmas. We cannot thank you enough. Pine Lakes
is such a caring community !!

Unfortunately, we currently have five (5) homes with liens
already in progress or in place. The Association must pay
maintenance fees for these properties as our agreement with
ELS is that we will pay ‘maintenance in full’ on every due
date. The Association is currently paying more out in maintenance on these properties than we are receiving in dues.

We wish you a most enjoyable Thanksgiving and a very
Happy Holiday Season and a Happy and Healthy New
Year.

Thank You to Dear
Friends and Neighbors

Please do not hesitate to call me at 239-567-0671 if you
have not received an invoice or have a question.

A Day of Caring

I would like to express how deeply touched I was with all the
acts of kindness during this very difficult time. My sincere
thanks for all the calls, cards, masses, food, visits, donations
and flowers. Most importantly, all the prayers on his behalf.

By Adele Heft, Barbara Hood, Sue O’Donnell

Once

again you have shown your love and concern for our neighbors in need. Pine Lakes,
along with other communities, Lake Fairways, The Heritage
and Tara Woods have come through. Checks were delivered
on November 15 and we have raised $14,000.00 so far.
This money was delivered to The Salvation Army, the Fort
Myers Rescue Mission, Community Cooperative Ministries
Soup Kitchen and the Hispanic Services of Catholic Charities.
This will allow us to feed many men, women and children on
Thanksgiving Day and throughout the Holiday Season.

A special thanks to the Pine Lakes Men’s Club for all that they
have done over the years for Vince and me. Especially the
volunteers to drive him to dialysis and the help needed at
home, especially the building and removing of the ramp in
the garage.
Also, thank you to Darrell Bernard for providing a wonderful
luncheon.
I hope I have not forgotten anyone. If I did, it was not my
intention.

TONY’S APPLIANCE
AND AIR CONDITIONING
$30 Service Call
(Week Days)
Available 7 Days a Week

On behalf of myself and my children, thank you all so very
much.
Janet Principe

997-0923
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Tallahassee,
Do You Hear US?

Pine Lakes Wows FMO!
By John & Maura Alexander

By Maura & John Alexander

A

record-breaking meeting of District 7, FMO (Federation
of Manufactured Home Owners of Florida, Inc.) was
held on November 8th in the Pine Lakes activity/ballroom and
WOWED the FMO Board and attendees from outside our
community!

T

housands upon thousands of *FMO voices are sounding
loud and clear in Tallahassee, but there can never be too
many united voices. The cacophony of all those FMO voices
can deaden the sounds of those who would present bills at the
FL Legislature that are detrimental to the life-style you have
enjoyed when you purchased a home in Pine Lakes.

There were more attendees at this meeting than at any other
District 7 FMO meeting!

The 2014 regular session of the Florida Legislature begins on
March 4, 2014 and already bills have been filed by the
House and Senate that may have a direct effect on you. If you
are thinking of selling your home the buyer may back out
when they find out what their new January rent will be. Nancy Black Stewart, the FMO lobbyist, writes in the Nov./Dec.
issue of FMOnews , “Senate Bill 114 and House Bill 29 have
been filed. These bills are a result of a grassroots effort led by
*FMO member, Ed Green, to address concerns about increases in the lot rental agreement for your buyer when you
sell your home. Some home sales are falling through when
prospective buyers discover what their new lot rent will be.”

There were more attendees from one community, Pine Lakes,
than at any other District 7 FMO meeting!
There were more cookies, beautifully displayed, at this meeting than at any other District 7 FMO meeting!
And more cookies, brownies, fruit, etc. were eaten at this
meeting than at any other District 7 FMO meeting ever held!
We thank all who helped to make this meeting a huge success:
• the setter-uppers and the taker-downers;
• the traffic control people;
• the bakers and the eaters;
• the listeners and the talkers;
• the staff of Whispering Pines
• and those who deliver the Whispering Pines;
• the attendees from Pine Lakes and those who wanted to
attend but had other obligations.

Presently park owners raise the new rent to what they deem to
be “Fair Market Value.” The intent of Senate Bill 114 and
House Bill 29 is to cap the amount the park owner can raise
the rent for the new buyer. To explain this more fully our lobbyist, Nancy Black Steward, continues in the FMOnews, “The
language of the bills requires a cap on the amount the park
owner may increase the rent when your buyer signs his own
lot rental agreement after the sale. The amount of increase for
your buyer is limited to the 12-month percentage change in
the Consumer Price Index/Urban, for the previous calendar
year before the sale of your home. The CPI is published by
the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the United States Department
of Labor. Following the one time increase no greater than
CPI, your buyer’s rent increase will be controlled by the provisions of his prospectus. The bills also require disclosure about
future rents for your buyer and the park owner/agent is subject to a $5,000.00 fine if he does not comply with these
changes in law. The bills also address lifetime leases.”

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you all!

In the future YOU may become a seller of your home and
these bills very well may affect you.
Join your Pine Lakes voices. Give power to your one voice.
Become an FMO member. Call John & Maura Alexander 239
-543-9642 (a membership application will be delivered to
your home), or check this website fmo.org, or call 727-5307539 (FMO office). Let your voice be heard!
*Federation of Manufactured Home Owners of Florida, Inc.
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Lake Fairways
Pine Lakes Singles Club
By: Fran Douma

H

appiness was having our first meeting of the year on
November 12th. Members of the club greeted one another with hugs and kisses, and shared their summer activities.

Our meeting began with a social half hour including drawings for the 50/50 and $25.00 to Applebee’s. The winners
were: 50/50 : Ken Yeager, Jean Pettipole, Ann Romano,
and Ray Weimer. Marge Henderson won the $25.00 to Applebee’s. Sub N Pub catered an enjoyable Thanksgiving Dinner for our club. Following dinner, Ken Knop entertained the
group with a medley of old time favorites. Each song brought
back memories of listening to them on our radios, dancing in
ballrooms, and buying records for our record players.
There was another surprise when Ann Romano, who lives in
Pine Lakes, called saying that she and five other lovely ladies
were coming to the meeting.
All in all it was a delightful night out. The Singles Club gives
you a social hour, drawings, dinner and programs. Dinners
are $12.00, and dues are $10.00 for the year.
The beautiful Christmas Season is right around the corner.
Here is a short summary of events:
December 10th meeting
5:00 pm Social - bring your drinks and munchies
5:30 pm Drawings for 50/50, gift cards to
McDonald’s
5:45 pm Dinner - Ham and all the extras that make a
dinner delightful
6:30 pm Entertainment – Four Lovely Ladies
in Harmony
Last year we had Dane Richards tell us about a group of four
ladies who sang in such a beautiful harmony. Indeed they
did. They will return again for our Christmas Program. They
will sing for our entertainment the lovely Christmas carols we
know and love. I’m sure we’ll all enjoy them once again. In
closing, I’d like to again invite Lake Fairways Singles to give
us a try.
Merry Christmas to All and a Happy and
Healthy New Year!!
Questions call: Fran Douma 543-3361
Reservation call: Carol DeSouza 731-1291
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Veteran’s Day 2013

Christmas
Dinner & Dance
December 7, 2013

By Len Gorman

At

exactly 11:00 a.m. on November 11, 2013, the command was given: “Parade the Colors.” With the bagpiper leading the Honor Guard, the special units entered the
circle of flags at Pine Lakes. As the Honor Guard passed in
front of each unit, the service men and women came to attention and presented arms. The command: “Take Your Post”
sent flag raisers and speakers to their positions. And so, the
Veteran’s Day program unfolded for the many guests in attendance on a beautiful Southwest Florida fall morning. The
American Flag was raised while the Pine Lakes Chorus sang
the National Anthem, joined by all in attendance. After individual units gave their reports, all unit flags were raised in
unison. Sr. NCO Jack Crotty greeted the guests with remarks,
reminding us of the importance of our Veteran’s Day observance. Photos on back cover.

By Connie Dalrymple
With the holiday season approaching this invitation is to
ALL PINE LAKE’S RESIDENTS, to come and celebrate
our CHRISTMAS DINNER & DANCE on DECEMBER 7,
2013 in our decorated BALLROOM.
I am thrilled to inform you that our theme is SILVER BELLS.
Luanne Putnam and I will be co-coordinating the entrance
and ballroom with silver, white, and blue.
This invitation is to spread the good will of the PINE LAKES
COMMUNITY; we look forward to your PARTICIPATION as
we are COUNTING on you to make it a BIG SUCCESS.
The delicious SIT-DOWN dinner of PRIME RIB or CHICKEN
CORDON BLEU served by our attractive waitresses is an
experience you will not soon forget.

An invocation was offered by Larry Schaupp, followed by
speakers Howard Harrison and Jim Todd, who shared their
military experiences with an appreciative audience. One very
emotional part of the program was the bell ceremony in
which all 60+ deceased Pine Lakes veterans were remembered by name and the striking of the naval bell. The moving
“Bivouac of the Dead” by Theodore O’Hara was read with
great feeling by David Helms. Speakers Harrison and Todd,
along with Sr. NCO’s Dick Loubier and Len Gorman, carried
and placed the wreath in front of the American Flag. All
units, upon the command: “Solemn Salute,” rendered a slow
salute as echo Taps was played in the background. This was
followed by Kevin O’Rourke piping “Amazing Grace.” Chorus and attendees then sang “God Bless America.” The closing command: “Retire the Colors” was given and all special
military units followed the Honor Guard out of the circle of
flags. The ceremony was followed by a picnic-style lunch for
over 200 people in the ballroom. Many stayed to watch the
movie: “Flags of Our Father.”

The auspicious night will be spent in the company of music
by “Galaxy,” so put on your dancing shoes. There will be
SPOT DANCES…DOOR PRIZE…50/50 DRAWING
COCKTAIL (BYOB & Mix)
DINNER
TICKETS

5:00 PM
6:00 PM
$20.00 PP

CONTACT:
ANNE & RON REEVES
CONNIE & JIM DALRYMPLE

603-7167
731-1620

Come Deck the Halls with Boughs of Holly
And with Trumpets Playing
We’ll Be So Jolly
SEE YOU THERE

& 8:30 (Winter)
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Picture by Lew Ackley. more on back cover
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Pine Lakes Men’s Club
Membership Meeting
Minutes of
November 14, 2013

Pete thanked Al Olson and Sal Carrera for their service to
the board.

By Allan Olson

Tom Minahan discussed the Home Show he is chairing on
February 14. He expects 40 – 45 exhibitors ranging from
landscapers to roofers to window suppliers and more. The
cost of a booth is $300.00. We could realize a profit of
$10,000.00. There are around 10,000 homes in the area
around Pine Lakes. With a free admission, we expect up to
3,000 attendees.

Pete talked about the Jimmy Travis show in January. Jimmy
is a musician and comedian. His show is Sunday, January
22. Tickets are currently on sale.

President Pete Morais called the meeting to order at 6:00
p.m. with 56 members in attendance. Board member Tom
Hare was excused. Pete led us in the Pledge of Allegiance
which was followed by a moment of silence in honor of
Men’s Club Vice President Vince Principe who passed away
recently and all other members who have passed away.

The Super Bowl party is February 2. Admission is $10.00
and a dish to pass. Based on last year’s attendance, Pete
feels 100 to 125 people would be ideal.

This was the annual election meeting. Election chairman
Chuck Harwood presented the following list of candidates:
Dick Loubier, incumbent; Steve Lagrou; Tom Hare, incumbent; Steve Donaldson; John Brown; Tom Clark; Pete Morais,
incumbent.

St. Patrick’s Day dance is March 15 with the same entertainment as last year. Tom Minahan has some new ideas for the
event.

With no nominations from the floor, nominations were
closed.

Lenny Gorman thanked everybody for their help on the Veteran’s Day celebration.

Election Results: Dick Loubier; Steve Lagrou; Tom Hare; John
Brown; Tom Clark; Pete Morais.

Four $10.00 gift certificates will be given to the ladies who
painted the new angel figurine for the nativity scene displayed at the entrance.

The new board met to elect officers with the following results:
Pete Morais, President; Tom Minahan, Vice President; Tom
Clark, Secretary; and Dick Loubier, Treasurer.

Thanks to Dan and Luanne Putnam and team for the decorations in the club house lobby.

The minutes of the October meeting were read and approved. The treasurer’s report was presented and approved.

Tom Clark proposed a committee to help residents do routine
maintenance on their home if they are unable to do so themselves. There was no interest from the group.

Pete spoke about the group “Re-Creation” who will present
our February 22 show. This is a group of young people who
offer a great musical performance with many costume
changes. They perform all over the country and the proceeds
from the shows are used to provide performances for veteran’s hospitals. Tickets go on sale early January. See ad on
page 28.

Steve Donaldson mentioned that it is acceptable for veterans
not in uniform to offer a hand salute to the flag when passing by or displayed and suggested our vets could do so during the pledge of allegiance.
There were two new members: Terry Rickard (8J) and Steve
Higgins (6C).

Dick Loubier discussed the football game trip on Sunday,
November 16. In order to accommodate the television
schedules, the game has been changed to a 4:00 p.m. starting time. The lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m. in the Pub
instead of on the motor coach. The motor coach will leave
from the parking lot at 12:30 p.m. We expect to return
around 10:00 p.m.

The 50/50 drawing was held with four $25.00 winners and
one $15.00 winner.
The door prize drawing was held with one $50.00 winner
and one $25.00 winner.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m.

We had planned to serve pizza during the election. However, Pappa John’s lost the order so we marshaled on without
dinner.
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MEN’S CLUB EVENTS CALENDAR
JANUARY SHOW FEATURES
SINGER/COMEDIAN JIMMY TRAVIS
SUNDAY, JANUARY 19, 2014
7:00 PM / TICKETS $15.00
2ND INDOOR TAILGATE SUPER BOWL PARTY
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 01, 2014
TICKETS ON SALE JANUARY 5TH
ONLY $10.00 / BRING A DISH TO PASS
SEATS ARE LIMITED
RE-CREATION
A FANTASTIC SONG & DANCE VARIETY SHOW
EXTRAVAGANZA
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2014
7:00 PM TICKETS $15.00
ST PATRICK'S DAY DINNER DANCE
MARCH 15, 2014
"MUSIC BY TIM GOODMAN & ROSEANNE"
TICKETS $17.50
APRIL 13, 2014
OUR SEASON FINALE "DANCING WITH THE STARS”
A DINNER DANCE
MUSIC BY THE LOVELY AND VERY TALENTED
"TAMMI TRUITT" TICKETS $17.50
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT COFFEE SOCIAL
FROM MARIE FOWLER OR
CALL 567-3150 AFTER 9.00 AM

Women's Club 2013 - 2014 Programs
2013
2014

December 5
January 2
January 17
January 25
February 6
February 27
March 6
April 3

November 8

Christmas Party
Bayshore Nursery
Craft Show
Western Night
Fashion On A Budget
Fashion Show
Movie or Game Night
(Popcorn with Movie)
Pizza, Salad And Dessert
Installation of Officers
Women in History
Spaghetti Dinner or
Polynesian Luau
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Men’s Club Elects
a New Board

Vince Principe, a
Gentleman and a Friend

by Pete Morais

By Pete Morais

At

I didn’t know Vince all that
long, but this friendship
was especially memorable
and his passing cut short a
remarkable
bond
we
shared.

the November Men’s Club Annual Meeting, we met
and the membership elected six new members to the
board. Those elected were Pete Morais, Dick Loubier, Tom
Hare, John Brown, Tom Clark, and Steve Lagrou. We elected
new officers and Pete Morais was elected President, Tom
Minahan was elected Vice President, Tom Clark is Recording
Secretary and Dick Loubier is the Treasurer. After the meeting concluded board member Ed Delaney resigned leaving a
vacancy and the board elected to replace the open one year
position with Sal Carrera due to his previous board member
experience.

Vince was truly dedicated
to the advancement of our
Pine Lakes Men’s Club
and as Vice President, he
became an outstanding
source of dependency for me. Of course the biggest project
for us was the erection or the Tiki Huts. The idea for putting
huts around the pool was actually born from Jack Crotty’s
idea to replace the gazebo with one and the inspiration
grew from there.

I want to thank all those who attended the meeting. Sorry
about the Pizza!!

I was also in Michigan when Vince got the idea to put Venetian Blinds on all the ballroom windows and doors to keep
out the light when people were playing cards, or we were
having occasion to want the afternoon sun from penetrating
through and disrupting a special occasion.
Vince played an instrumental part in every Men’s Club enhancement made to this community during his tenure in office. He loved sports, most card games, telling stories and
being with people.
Vince felt that family was paramount and displayed those
feelings on a regular basis. Vince was the baby born in a
family with three sisters and one brother in Steelton Pa. he
and Janet were raised in the same town and went to school
together and were married shortly after High School Graduation. Before moving to Pine Lakes, They lived in Hershey Pa.
and He always brought Hershey chocolate back to Pine
Lakes to pass around. They were married for 57 years, had
four children, and 11 great grandchildren.

L to R Jack Cro y, Tom Clark, Tom Minahan, Pete Morais, Dick
Loubier, John Brown Not available for picture
Tom Hare, Steve Lagrou and Sal Carrera

Yes in the grand scheme of things, we had only minor moments with him, but they were remarkably impressive and
truly unforgettable.
We all miss him and find it very difficult to replace what he
did for Pine Lakes and the love he brought into our lives.
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5TH PLACE
6TH PLACE
7TH PLACE
8TH PLACE
9TH PLACE
10TH PLACE

Texas
Hold-em
Championship
Tournament
by Pete Morais

$85
$70
$60
$40
$20
$20

Audra Heine
Sandy McCatty
Marvin Imes
Joe Garbino
Lou Mastroboni
Millie Mc Carthy

The entry fee was $15.00 all of which was returned in
prize money including the rebuy money.

Pine Lakes Men’s Club sponsored a very successful
championship Tournament for the Men & Women of
Pine Lakes & Lake Fairways on Monday November 18.

The Men’s Club Holdem fund picked up the cost of the
poker champion Bracelet, food, soda and bottles of
water.

Fifty people filled six tables in our activity room for an
evening of poker at its best. It was Philly Cheese Steak
sandwiches & pasta salad and chips served by Sal and
his crew.

The game started at 5:00 p.m., and the first round finished at 7:00 p.m. at which time we took a 10- minute
break and rebuys were over. Then all the players returned to their respective tables for the final round. A
crowd surrounded the final tables to watch the action
as players fell by the wayside. Finally it was down to
three players all of whom had similar stacks of chips
which had to be counted when the final hand was over
to determine who was the bracelet winner. There was a
round of applause as the winner was announced. It
certainly was a fun filled night.

This was the first time that we allowed a player to rebuy into the game after being knocked out of the
game. It was exciting. Joe Licata was the first to shell
out another $15 for another shot at the big money.
Then there was another and another. The pot began to
swell. We started with a prize pool of what would have
been 6 winners and wound up with the10 prize winners listed below with another $300 in rebuy money.

We want to thank our committee Pete Williams, Sal
Carrera, Janet Principe & Ed Delaney for helping put
this tournament together. A big thanks to Sal & his
Kitchen workers for the evening’s event. Sandy Morais,
Cher Carrera, and John Brown, served us a delicious
meal and cleaned up the kitchen, tables and chairs so
well afterwards.
Thanks to and Dick & Brenda Loubier, and Tom Clark,
for their help with setting up the card room, & tables
and chairs for guest to eat. This was another very successful Men’s Club event. Thanks to all the participants,
You make it all worthwhile.

1st Place winner Tom Welsh being presented a check
for $350 and a Sterling Silver Poker Bracelet by
Pete Morais
2ND PLACE
3RD PLACE
4TH PLACE

$200 Joe Luminello
$150 Dennis Martin
$100 Dave Shearer

Serious poker here!
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A Halloween Party

Great Time on Men’s Club
Football Excursion

By Pete Morais

By Moe Klingele

The

Legend of Sleepy Hollow was our theme this year,
and there were some pretty good looking costumes
parade moving around the floor in this the opening portion
of a truly fun filled evening. There were groups who dressed
up to visit us, there were many couples in a myriad of costumes to strut their stuff before the fun lovers cheering in attendance.

Sunday afternoon 47 members of the Pine Lakes Men’s Club
loaded our football motor coach for the excursion to see the
Miami Dolphins football team play the San Diego Chargers.
At a Men’s Club Board of Directors meeting, President Pete
presented a football game proposal to take 50 members of
the Men’s club to a sporting event. This was to show appreciation for all the work and effort the Men’s Club does for all
the residents of Pine Lakes Country Club. Pete contacted me
and requested that I investigate a fall professional football
game. I contacted Thomas Eugene, Senior Account Executive
in charge of group ticket sales. After several phone conversations, Thomas Eugene outlined his proposal for our group.
The plan included 50 reserved spaces, motor coach transportation and free parking, and hot dogs and a soda at the
game. The game would be on Sunday, November 17, 2013
at 1:00 p.m., Miami Dolphins vs. San Diego Chargers. I accepted this contract and began making plans for the event.
The Men’s Club members were assessed $25.00 for their
space and the Men’s Club paid the difference. Vince Principe
volunteered to be in charge of ticket spaces. The ticket sales
lasted a short time and then a wait list had to be made.

Once again, there were a number of people who got into the
spirit of dressing up and they made the evening an enjoyable one and several bottles of wine were given away to our
winners.
Erich provided his usually exceptional night of dance music
which made it so easy to dance the night away. This man is
a great talent. Everyone enjoyed him so much that the dance
floor was full all night long. All too soon, however, it was
9:30pm our bewitching hour and all good things were coming to an end and the floor was still full of dancers. It was a
special evening and those who attended had an appreciation for the great night of fun they had. We were fortunate
enough to be able to also book Erich for next years Halloween Dance.
An extra special thank you to Ed Delaney and Tess Peel for
all their hard work that went into making this Men’s Club
event something special.

Five days prior to the game date I was notified that the starting time of the game had been changed to 4:05 p.m. This
was because CBS National Broadcast System was televising
the event. Television rules the time of nationally televised
sporting events. As a result of the time change, the board
decided to have a special lunch served prior to our departure at 12:15 p.m. Darrell and his crew prepared a wonderful lunch for us. Upon entering and taking our seats on the
motor coach, the Directors presented each of us with a white
Pine Lakes cap. With our Pine Lakes Men’s Club golf shirts
and caps, we were a very noticeable group. Tickets and food
vouchers were also distributed.

We want to thank Marie and John Fowler who never miss a
dance and especially Marie who does such a good job with
all of our ticket selling.
Our heartfelt thanks to the board members and their wives
along with Jack Stover, our helper and all around decorator,
as well as all the volunteers who were there to help set up
and tear down all the tables, chairs and decorations Friday
afternoon, Saturday morning, Saturday evening and Sunday
morning when we had to put it all back in the closets and our
storage shed out in the RV lot. For some of us board members and our wives, the setup and tear down of our dances is
a three (3) day project which is a lot of work and Sandy and
I do appreciate all your help very much. We especially want
to thank those of you who support our Men’s Club functions
with your attendance. We could never do it without you.

At halftime, President Pete and I were invited to see behind
the scenes in the tunnels under the stadium where supplies
and equipment for the field, etc., were stored. We visited
their Hall of Fame room. Next we were taken to the Premium
seating area behind the player’s bench. We were introduced
to many special guests. We also had our picture taken on the
field before returning to our seats for the second half of the
game. The second half was much more exciting. After the
game, the group returned to the motor coach for the return
journey. A special DVD was shown on the motor coach. I
informed the group that I would be pleased to take a group
to a Minnesota Twins spring training game. Talk to the Men’s
see pictures on back cover
Club board, if interested.

On behalf of the Men’s club, we want to wish You a Truly
Blessed Christmas and a Very Happy and Healthy New
Year.
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A Tribute to
Marge
Strauch

Pine Lakes Beautification
Submitted by Luanne Putnam

We

have completed some more projects around the
community. Our pots around the pool and pool
canopy were recently vandalized. Through the efforts of both
the Beautification Committee and ELS, they have been lovingly replanted for the enjoyment of all of our residents. I
hope you enjoy seeing these pots of green and burst of pink
when you are enjoying our pool.

By Howard Harrison, Whispering Pines editor
We have also added a new large pot adjacent to the pub
where there once were some trees that had to be removed.
This too is a beautiful large pot with a Christmas tree palm
so please watch for it when in your golf cart and we also
hope your find this addition appealing to the eye.

Formerly of Saddlebrook Court and recently deceased,
Marge Strauch spent most of her 12 years in Pine Lakes serving the community. She applied her registered nurse skills to
directing the defibrillator and cardiac care programs. She
was the nurse representative for CERT, our emergency response team.

We continue with efforts to make our community beautiful
and our largest money making project is the tour of homes
so we hope you will buy a ticket and support this fun event.

An avid golfer, Marge was president of the golf association
and faithfully wrote the Tee Time articles (related to Women’s
Golf) for Whispering Pines. She coordinated the 20-year
Pine Lakes yearbook. In addition, Marge was the FMO coordinator. She spent many years elected to the HOA II board,
working on a wide variety of health and safety programs.
She will be missed.

We have completed two rounds of stump removal. If you
have an unsightly stump you would like removed, just give
me a call and we’ll contact you with all the information. I can
be reached at 731-2414.

CHRISTMAS TOUR OF HOMES
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8TH

Turn to the experts

1:00 TO 4:00 PM
State Certified CACO24362

Refreshments will be served
after the tour at the clubhouse
Tickets can still be purchased for $5.00

Serving Lee County Since 1979

Call Karen Konetzny at 599-4603
or Luanne Putnam 731-2414
or at Saturday Morning Coffee Socials
Event sponsored by Beautification Committee
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Women’s Club Meeting

Dianna Baughman reported the tickets for the Luau were sold
out. She reminded people to bring their own drinks and
snacks. (Some great! Luau pictures next month.)

by Karen Konetzny
Our meeting was held on November 7th . Our guest speakers were Dr. Ed Gomez, a board certified orthopedic surgeon, and Peter Joseph, a physical therapist. They work at
the Institute for Orthopaedic Surgery and Sports Medicine.
Dianna Baughman introduced Dr. Gomez, who spoke about
knee and hip ailments. He touched on knee and hip surgeries and replacements. They both answered questions during
the discussion and after the discussion while refreshments
were served. They were fascinating to hear.

NEW BUSINESS:
Sandy Van Horn gave a report on the Craft Show which will
be held on January 17, 2014. She needs members to bring
wine for the basket to be raffled. We can bring it to the
meeting or give it to her or Connie Philbrook.
Linda Roberts spoke about Western Night. She needs help,
including men, to serve. This is her last year as chairperson.
For the Veteran’s Day Ceremony, someone is needed to pick
up the rolls and beans. Barbara Daley volunteered to pick up
the rolls and Kathy Tannenbaum will pick up the beans.

President Barbara Hood called the meeting to order at 8:10
pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. The secretary’s report was read by Karen Konetzny and accepted as
read. The treasurer’s report was read by Judy DeLonge and
also accepted as read. Corresponding Secretary Brenda
Loubier reported she sent nine cards in October.

Pat Rotthoff needs bell ringers for December 6th and13th.
Please bring toys, clothing, towels, or sheets to the Christmas
party for ACT.
Luanne Putnam spoke of the Tour of Homes on December 8th
from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Tickets are still available at the
Saturday Coffee. Luanne would also like to have the Leukemia Benefit. More information will be forthcoming.
50/50 were drawn and Door prizes were given.

There were 102 members present including three new members.
OLD BUSINESS:
Barbara thanked Ronda Owens, Diane Schiereck, and Carol Carter for helping on the day the flu shots were given.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.
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