How does CERT
benefil the
community?

Peapie who go through CERT training have a better
understanding of the potential threats o their home,
workplace and community and can take the right steps
to lessen the effects of these hazards on themselves,
their homes or workplace.
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Is there a CERT
Program near mps

More than 220 communities throughout the state of
Florida have CERT programs. For more information
about a CERT program in your community, visit

www.floridadisaster.org/citizenscorps.

Mike Gloss
Team Leader Pine Lakes
330-524-1292
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Required CERT
Training for New
Volunteers

To become a CERT volunteer, a volunteer must
complete the classroom training offered by a
focal government agency such as the
emergency management agency, fire or police
department. Contact your local emergency
manager to leam about the local education and
training opportunities available to you. Let this
person know about your interest in taking CERT
training.

Become a Member of
CERT

if a disaster happens that overwhelms local response
capability, CERT members can apply the training
learmed in the classroom and during exercises to give
critical support to their family, loved ones, neighbors or
associates in their immediate area until help arrives.
When help does arrive, CERTs provide useful
information to responders and support their efforts as
directed at the disaster site.

CERT members can also assist with non-emergency
projects that improve the safety of the community.
CERTs have been used to distribute and/or install
smoke alarms, replace smoke alarm batteries in the
home of disabled and elderly Floridians, distribute
disaster education material, provide services at
special events, such as parades, sporiing events,
concerts and more.

Whatis CERT?

The Flaorida Community Emergency Response Team
{CERT) Program educates residents about disaster
preparedness for hazards that may impact their area
and trains them in basic disaster response skills, such
as fire safety, light search and rescue, team
organization, and disaster medical operations. Using
the training leamed in the classroom and during
exercises, CERT members can assist others in their
neighborhood or workplace following an event when
professional responders are not immediately available
to help.




